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Division 3:  Premier and Cabinet - Service 6, Management of the Constitutional Centre Programs, 
$1 328 000 - 
Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 

Ms M.M. Quirk, Minister for Corrective Services. 

Ms B. O’Rourke, Director, Constitutional Centre of Western Australia.   

The CHAIRMAN:  This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard staff.  The daily proof Hansard will 
be published at 9.00 am tomorrow. 

The estimates committee’s consideration of the estimates will be restricted to discussion of those items for which 
a vote of money is proposed in the consolidated account.  This is the prime focus of the committee.  While there 
is scope for members to examine many matters, questions need to be clearly related to a page number, item, 
program, or amount within the volumes.  For example, members are free to pursue performance indicators that 
are included in the budget statements while there remains a clear link between the questions and the estimates.  It 
is the intention of the Chairman to ensure that as many questions as possible are asked and answered and that 
both questions and answers are short and to the point. 

The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee, rather than asking that the 
question be put on notice for the next sitting week.  For the purpose of following up the provision of this 
information, I ask the minister to clearly indicate to the committee which supplementary information she agrees 
to provide and I will then allocate a reference number.  If supplementary information is to be provided, I seek the 
minister’s cooperation in ensuring that it is delivered to the committee clerk by 8 June 2007, so that members 
may read it before the report and third reading stages.  If the supplementary information cannot be provided 
within that time, written advice is required of the day by which the information will be made available.  Details 
in relation to supplementary information have been provided to both members and advisers and, accordingly, I 
ask the minister to cooperate with those requirements. 

I caution members that if a minister asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the member to lodge the 
question on notice with the Clerk’s office.  Only supplementary information that the minister agrees to provide 
will be sought by 8 June 2007. 

It will also greatly assist Hansard if when referring to the program statements volumes or the consolidated 
account estimates, members give the page number, item, program, amount in preface to their question. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  With the kind concurrence of my colleagues on the other side, we have agreed to deal with 
service 6 first.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I signal that although we have agreed to do that, it will be limited to two questions from 
the opposition and two dorothy dixers from the government. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I am more than happy with that.  Perhaps we could have the same agreement for all the 
sections, member! 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I refer to page 96 of the Budget Statements.  Five new tapestries have been put on display at 
the Constitutional Centre in the past year.  Are there any further plans for the use and display of those tapestries?  
I refer also to “Major Initiatives For 2007-08” at page 97.  How does the Constitutional Centre propose to 
develop the new education program throughout both metropolitan and regional schools in the coming financial 
year?  I am particularly interested in the number of students and school communities from regional Western 
Australia that will be participating in that outreach program at the Constitutional Centre.   

[10.10 am] 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  The Constitutional Centre’s principal role is one of education.  In 2006-07, over 32 000 
students will access the Constitutional Centre’s programs.  In 2006-07, the Constitutional Centre has already 
seen approximately 1 410 classes throughout the state.  The Constitutional Centre has an excellent website.  That 
is a great resource for students, with over 725 000 hits in the 2006-07 year so far.  Some years ago, in 2004, the 
Constitutional Centre significantly expanded the number of programs available to regional schools.  This year 
the Constitutional Centre saw approximately 550 classes in regional areas, with over 11 000 students 
participating.  The Constitutional Centre has the policy that no school is considered too small for a visit.  
Regional trips are very carefully planned to maximise coverage and minimise cost.  Staff will drive up to 
200 kilometres to offer regional students the opportunity to access services.  I will defer to Ms O’Rourke to 
answer questions about the future of the tapestries.   
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Ms B. O’Rourke:  The tapestries form part of a much more extensive exhibition on the history of Western 
Australia, with a particular emphasis on its governance.  This is being developed and should be completed 
towards the end of this year or the beginning of next year.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I refer to the answer that was just given on the outreach program.  This is a follow-up 
question, not a supplementary question.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  On a point of order: if the member wants to ask a supplementary question, he should say 
so. 

The CHAIRMAN:  We are not going to get pedantic.  I ask the member to speed up his question.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I am not pursuing a supplementary question; I wanted to ask a follow-up question.  Is there 
any prospect of seeing the tapestries on tour?  I refer to the 725 000 hits on the website, which is an 
extraordinary number.  Do we have any intelligence as to whether people are using that simply as an information 
base or is it part of the broader research program that is going on in schools?  Do we have any qualitative 
understanding of what is triggering those 725 000 hits? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I will ask Ms O’Rourke to answer that.  First, I should say that the five tapestries deal with 
the history of Western Australia.  The themes include opening the land, developing resources, steps to 
democracy and populating the land.  The centre is currently developing the tapestries as cartoons so that they can 
be accessed via touch screen information.  That is a good segue to Ms O’Rourke, who can tell us about any 
research that is done on the hits on the Internet.   

Ms B. O’Rourke:  The information that we have on the Internet is quite detailed.  It is used by both the general 
public and by schools as part of their research under their normal school program.  It is probably about 50-50 at 
this point, meaning that 50 per cent of hits are by the general public and 50 per cent by schools for research.  The 
figure of 725 000 relates to files downloaded, not hits.  Hits are much more significant.  This figure relates to 
people who download files.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I want to congratulate Betty O’Rourke for running the centre.  I go there often and I think 
it is great.  The booklets are fantastic.  I refer to the second dot point under “Major Achievements For 2006-07” 
on page 96.  Firstly, who writes the booklets that are produced?  Secondly, I refer to the Australian Research 
Council linkage grant to undertake research on “Public policy and fiscal federalism - evaluation and use of ‘tied 
grants’ in Australia”, a very topical issue at the moment.  How will that work?  I notice that it will be done in 
conjunction with Curtin University, Flinders University of South Australia and the Department of Treasury and 
Finance.  Can the minister tell us what that is about?  

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I am sure Ms O’Rourke is very pleased to have that positive feedback.  The Australian 
Research Council linkage grant will be used to research public policy and fiscal federalism.  It is aimed at 
looking at the use of tied grants and specific purpose payments in Australia, which, as the member quite rightly 
pointed out, is a very topical issue at the moment.  We are seeing an increase in special purpose payments at a 
state level.  We want to examine why this has occurred; in particular, the impact on service delivery to the states.  
Grants will be evaluated on the criteria of good governance, such as efficiency, effectiveness, accountability and 
responsiveness.  We believe that a better understanding of how the grants process works will assist us in meeting 
social, economic, regional and environmental challenges, which we need to meet in delivering services.  As I 
said, we have funded that and got matching funding from the Research Council.  I will defer to Ms O’Rourke to 
answer the question about who writes the programs. 

Ms B. O’Rourke:  We use researchers from the various universities to do a lot of our research.  We also have 
one person on staff who is a journalist who actually does the lesser level of research and does the final writing of 
most of the booklets. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Who is the journalist?  How much funding has been allocated for those grants and when 
will that be published? 

Ms B. O’Rourke:  The journalist is a curator who works as a journalist as well.  Her name is Genine Read.  She 
does the research writing for us plus exhibition writing.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Also, how much funding has been allocated and when will it be published? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I think we contributed $20 000. 

Ms B. O’Rourke:  It is a three-year project.  It started this year, so it will be completed by 2009-10.   

The appropriation was recommended.   
 


